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The term Lent is from an Old Eng-
lish word for Spring, the time of year 
when the days “LENgThen.” Centuries 
ago Christians set aside 40 days before 
Easter  to fast (deny oneself all food or 
some foods), just as Jesus did during his 
forty days in the wilderness (Matthew 4). 
The purpose of this time of self-denial 
was to focus on the sacrifice of Christ, 
and to remember His passion by which 
our sins were paid.  

Some Christians still practice the 
ancient custom of fasting during Lent, 
choosing to voluntarily go without some-
thing they ordinarily enjoy in order to re-
call the suffering of Christ.  

However, for many years now, Lu-
therans have observed Lent with a series 
of special Midweek worship services in 
which they meditate on the passion his-
tory of Jesus. Eternal Love has done this 
since its beginning 20 years ago. 

As usual, this year a series of six 
special services will be held on Wednes-
day evenings during Lent so that all of us 
may focus on the beautiful story of our 
Savior’s amazing grace and perfect love. 

Ash Wednesday, the first of the 40 
days of Lent, is February 17, 2010. That 
evening we will hold our first Midweek 
Lent devotion beginning at 6:45pm. The 
Sunday School children will sing an an-
them that evening.  

The theme of our meditations this 
year will be “We Preach Christ Cruci-
fied”, with sermon texts selected from the 
Epistles. Our own pastor will lead the first 
service, and then a pastor from one of the 
other Appleton WELS churches will come 
to lead each of the other services. A 
schedule of the themes and guest preach-
ers may be found on page 10. 

During Lent we put purple in our 
church. Purple has long been used as a 
symbol of humility and repentance. It also 
recalls the purple robe that covered Jesus 
when He was mocked by Pilate’s soldiers.  
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Lent Begins February 17Lent Begins February 17Lent Begins February 17   

WE PREACH   
CHRIST CRUCIFIED  
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See the schedule of special 
services, with themes and 

preachers on p.10 

Jesus, I will ponder now, On Thy holy passion 
With Thy Spirit me endow  For such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith  May the image cherish 
Of Thy suff’ring, pain and death — That I may not perish. 
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This is our final opportunity for us to show our Christian Love to 
the preschool families with a Fantastic Family Fun Night. If you 
have children ages 3-9 this night is for you. Come enjoy a free 

kid friendly meal (built sandwiches) and family time with no 
preparation or clean-up.  
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T he Lord is richly blessing the sixth year of the exis-
tence of Eternal Love Lutheran Preschool. We have 

been able to touch the lives of 26 beautiful children this 
year. They have been learning the Word of God and experi-
encing Christian love every day in our preschool.  
 Enrollment for the preschool sessions for the 2010-
2011 is open. We will be offering three sessions this year. 
The 3-year-old sessions will be on Mon/Wed or Tues/
Thurs from 9-11:30am.  The 4-year-old session will be on 
Mon/Wed/Fri from 12:30-3:30pm.  
 The tuition for 3-year olds will be $74.00 per month 
and tuition for the 4-year olds will be $109.00 per month. 
Members of Eternal Love Lutheran Church receive a dis-
count, ask for details. In addition, there will be a $100 non-
refundable enrollment fee, payable with the application. 
This fee will assure a place for your child in Eternal Love 
Lutheran Preschool and half of it will be applied to the first 

month tuition.  
 Why choose Eternal Love Lutheran Preschool for 
your child?  
· A quality learning experience 
· Daily lessons from the Word of God 
· Instruction from a caring, Christian teacher 
· A beautiful classroom environment 
· Help for parents 
 Please continue to keep this important ministry to the 
children of our church and community in your prayers. Tell 
others! 
 February we will dive into a world of Clifford the Big 
Red Dog with a culminating activity of meeting Clifford at 
the Building for Kids. We will also start our Community 
Helpers theme with Doctors and Policemen. 
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Grandma’s Poem 
 
I remember soft and gentle hands 
Reaching out to dry my tears 
I remember warm and loving arms 
That chased away my fears 
Someone that I could run to 
Who always made sure she was there 
An ear that would patiently listen 
Someone who always cared 
There’s something rare and wonderful 
Gold placed in a grandmother’s heart 
Something He knew a child would need 
Right from the very start 
Heaven has a place reserved 
For grandmothers sweet and kind 
But I had a little Heaven on earth 
In the grandmother I called mine 
 By Lieve Boons 
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Annual Ushers Meeting 
February 2 at 6:30pm 
 The annual meeting of all those who serve as ushers is 
scheduled for Tuesday, February 2 at 6:30pm. At the 
meeting we will cover the following topics: 

�� Closing blinds 
�� Handling late arrivals 
�� Communion procedures 
�� Dress code 
�� Heat and lights and locking doors 
�� Revisions to the usher manual 
 Ushering is one of the most critical 

volunteer tasks, especially as our worship attendance 
grows. Several new duties have become part of the 
ushering experience, and this annual meeting is important 
training for us. It is important for all ushers to attend 
this meeting or excuse to the Worship Director, Jason 
Kempfert. 

  �  

Greeter Training 
February 2 at 7:30pm 
 The first impression that people 
have of a new church is at the door. Our 
greeters serve the important function of 
creating a warm and welcoming 
impression for all guests, and a hearty 
welcome for all members.  
 Once a year we offer a brief review of the duties of a 
greeter, and the annual training for 2010 will be offered on 
Tuesday, February 2 at 7:30pm. The training will last for 
about an hour. This year we will explain a number of 
changes in our greeting ministry. We request that at least 
one member of each greeter family be present for the 
training.  

  �  

Pastor Douglas Declines Call 
Pastor James Douglas of Pierre, SD, whom we 

recently called to be our associate pastor, has decided to 
DECLINE our call after much prayer and deliberation.  

The reason he gave is that he is convinced that he 
is more needed at his current congregation for the time 
being. We honor his decision, even as it is a 
disappointment for us. 

So, we need to try again. Our church officers will 
arrange for a special call meeting sometime in late 
February or early March. Watch the bulletin and 
MemberConnect for an announcement of the date and time. 
We will contact our district president so that he can prepare 
another call list for us.  

May the Lord be gracious to us and answer our call 

for another worker for the ripe harvest field here in 
Appleton.  

�  

Summer Bible Adventure 2010  
 The annual Vacation Bible School (Summer Bible 
Adventure) is our foremost community service and 
outreach program. It has grown in reputation and 
attendance over the years, and is enjoyed by volunteers and 
children alike.   
 Some thought is being given now to the 2010 
Adventure. The dates we are THINKING about are  —  

July 19-23, 2010  
 We know that many of you are in the process of 
planning your summer vacation times, and we hope you 
will include the Summer Bible Adventure as part of your 
summer planning. The children will love it, and any 
volunteers who participate will be uplifted by the energy, 
fun, and opportunities to learn God’s Word that it offers. 
  

�  

Sunday Bible Class 
2 Timothy 
 The Sunday Adult Bible Class 
will study Paul’s 2nd letter to Timothy 
on Sunday mornings beginning 
January 31, at 9:25am in the chapel.  
 This letter is probably the last 
letter Paul wrote. He penned it from a 
dark dungeon in Rome shortly before 
he gave up his life for the sake of the 
gospel.  
 Paul wrote the letter because he was lonely and 
worried. He wanted Timothy to come and visit him, if 
possible. And he wanted to encourage Timothy to look 
after the new mission churches that were now scattered 
around the Roman empire. The letter of 2 Timothy is 
deeply personal, and filled with encouragement and wise 
counsel for us.  
 Study guides will be made available, but you should 
bring your own Bible. Let’s grow in our understanding and 
application of this beautiful letter.  

�  

Voters Meeting Summary 
 The annual voters meeting was held on Sunday 
afternoon, January 24, 2010, with 25 voters present. Here 
is a summary of the results of that meeting. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Membership Changes 
 All of the recommended membership changes were 
approved, resulting in current membership of 320 souls, 
and 234 communicants. A statistical report showing 
membership progress, attendances, and much more is 
available on MemberConnect in the Documents section.  

Financial Reports 
 The Financial Secretary reported that offerings for the 
first six months were much lower than hoped for. However, 
the expenditures were also much lower than expected 
because the associate pastor is not yet on board. The result 
was a healthy balance in the operating fund.  

Auditor’s Report 
 The 2008-2009 auditor’s report was reviewed, and our 
financial officers gave a written response to its findings and 
recommendations. The report and responses were approved 
and thanks was expressed to the auditor, Barb Witthuhn. 

Office Manager Hours 
 Until an associate pastor is on board, the Church 
Council approved a request from the pastor for an increase 
in the hours of our Office Manager. Kathy will now work 
from 8am-4:30pm Monday-Thursday and 8am-12noon on 
Friday. The extra hours will be paid through the budget 
money set aside for an associate pastor. These new hours 
will apply as long as they are needed. 

Equipment Replacements 
 The voters approved the purchase of a new keyboard 
with the price not to exceed $7,500. The old keyboard will 
be placed into the fellowship hall for use there. This 
purchase will be made as soon as the desired keyboard 
becomes available. 
 The voters approved the 
council’s recommendation to 
purchase a new copier for the 
church office for $6,114. Because 
of the new technology in this 
copier, the monthly maintenance 
costs will decrease by 40% each month and the church 
office will be able to undertake a digital archiving project, 
reducing paperwork and storage needs.  
 The voters also approved $3,281 to purchase new 
speakers for the chapel and have them professional 
installed and tweaked to improve the sound quality for our 
worshipers and choir.  
 Our network server is overdue for replacement, and 
the voters approved an immediate expenditure of up to 
$1,200 for a new computer for this purpose. 
 Costs for all of these projects will come from the 
Capital Replacement Fund. 

Elections 
 Six church council position terms had expired. Five of 
the six incumbents expressed their desire to continue to 
serve, and their new terms of service were approved by the 
voters. They are: 
�� President — Bill Neubauer 
�� Treasurer — Dar Tiede 
�� Financial Secretary — Harold Berry 
�� Outreach Director — Joel Schmidt  
�� Fellowship Director — Steve Schultz 
 Cliff Witthuhn, who served as our Christian Education 
Director for the past two years, has stepped down to focus 
on raising his growing family. No nominee was available 
for his replacement at the meeting, and that position was 
left vacant for the time being. Until a new CE Director can 
be secured, our Stewardship Director, Chris Zimmerman, 
will be handling some of the responsibilities of that 
position. We are grateful for the excellent work done by 
Cliff in the past two years.  

Next Meeting 
 The next regular voters meeting will be the budget 
meeting in June, 2010. However, there will probably be a 
special voters meeting called between now and then for the 
purpose of calling a second preschool teacher and also for 
calling an associate pastor or making arrangements for his 
arrival. The date and time of those meetings will be 
announced in the Love Notes. 
 

�  

LWMS Annual Convention 
St. Louis, June 24-27, 2010 
 The Mid-America and Missouri Valley Circuits are 
excited and privileged to host the 2010 LWMS Annual 
Convention in St. Louis. You are invited to be there to 
meet and hear from missionaries here and around the 
world. Learn of the exciting work being done to share Jesus 
with the lost. You will find the convention informative, 
edifying, inspirational, encouraging, supportive, helpful, 
and fun! For more information, go to www.lwms.org. 
 

��

Apple Valley Food Pantry 
How does the food pantry work? 

 The groceries and money (money is 
used to purchase groceries and/or scrip) 
collected throughout the month is taken to FVL 
High School, where the pantry is housed, on the 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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3rd Sunday of each month. The Monday and Wednesday 
following the 3rd Sunday is when groceries are packed for 
dispersing to the recipient families the following month. For 
example: Groceries received at the food pantry on Sunday, 
February 21, are packed and dispersed to recipient families 
on Sunday, March 21 (this would be the Easter 
disbursement). Therefore, if you are contributing groceries, 
intending to have them used for disbursement for Easter, you 
need to have them to the church by February 21. We hope 
this will help you. Thank you for your generous 
contributions. 
 The next pantry collection is February 21th. Items 
most needed are: saltines; graham and miscellaneous 
crackers; paper towels and Kleenex; meal-in-a-can; spaghetti 
sauce; all types of noodles; canned meats such as chicken, 
ham, beef, etc.; Hamburger Helper; jam; peanut butter; 
boxed and canned potatoes; and boxed rice. 
Karen LaLande Communicator Coordinator   

��

Afterglow 
 In an effort to reduce the amount 
of Styrofoam cups we use at Eternal 
Love, we are encouraging our members to 
bring in unique and unusual coffee mugs. 
For example, someone like Pastor 
probably has a golf mug; another member has a Green 
Bay Packers mug; and another member has a mug that 
celebrates the joy of gardening! Bring your mug to church 
at any time and use it for the first time at our Afterglow. 
Your fellowship team will wash it in the new dishwasher 
and have it clean and ready for your use on the next 
Sunday! What if you don’t have a mug? We will still 

provide some red mugs for those who don’t have one yet. 
Children may also bring their favorite mug for hot 
chocolate or juice. Our guests will be directed to use the 
red mugs so you will know who is new so you can 
welcome them! Don’t be surprised if you use a red mug 
and someone welcomes you! Your fellowship team 
believes that this will be a fund way to save our natural 
resources, have some laughts at the variety of mugs, plus 
give us a new way to welcome our guests. 
 You can continue donating money to buy the 
doughnuts for the Afterglow served by the Youth Group. 
Donating for this helps the youth in their work to earn 
money for their summer mission trip. Please contact Kelly 
Broehm or Donna King if you have questions on how to 
donate. 
 Reminders for us all: In order to enable everyone to 
enjoy this time of fellowship after worship services in an 
orderly way, we need your cooperation. Please take note of 
the following: 
�� We are all responsible for cleaning up our own spills. 

Ask for help if you need it. 
�� Treats should be consumed in the fellowship hall and 

not taken to Sunday School rooms or into the chapel. 
This will help control the amount of clean up necessary. 
Adults may take coffee into the chapel. 

�� Afterglow ends when the children need to start Sunday 
School. We ask all adults to leave the Afterglow area so 
the volunteers can clean up and the Sunday School 
classes can begin without interruption. 

�� Parents need to help their children understand that in 
order to have enough for everyone, they should take 
only one appropriate serving. 

�� Afterglow is intended to follow the worship services, but 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 7) 

THE EVIDENCE  OF OUR LOVE FOR GOD AND HIS WORD  
SUNDAY/ 
FESTIVAL 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
  THIS YEAR      LAST YEAR        RECORD  

OP. FUND 
OFFERING 

BLDG. FUND 
OFFERING 

December 27, 2009 
Christmas 1 

163 164 203 $1,984.04 $100.00 

January 3, 2010 
Epiphany 

233 184 233 

January 10, 2010 
Epiphany 1 

258 241 258 $4,229.59 $195.00 

January 17, 2010 
Epiphany 2 

216 213 238 $3,526.36 $185.00 

January 24, 2010 
Epiphany 3 

222 200 237 Not Available Not Available 

(Sunday) AVERAGES 218 200 234 $3,288.43 $146.25 

$3,413.73 $105.00 
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COP Discusses Parish Assistance 
 The Conference of Presidents (COP) met in Janu-
ary and appointed a committee to recommend how congre-
gational needs will be met when the Parish Assistance pro-
gram comes to an end in June. The committee will look at 
all options for serving congregations, including the estab-
lishment of a new commission with newly defined respon-
sibilities. The committee will begin meeting in early Feb-
ruary and will bring recommendations to the COP in 
April. 
 Other key developments from the COP meeting 
include: 
· In the event that there are unassigned candidates at 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and Martin Luther College 
in May, the COP has encouraged both schools in their ef-
forts to identify temporary ways for unassigned candidates 
to serve until they receive their assignments. 
· Planning continues in the effort to enhance and im-
prove the circuit pastor system. In the coming months, 
district presidents will lead their circuit pastors in the dis-
cussion of a revised circuit pastor handbook and in a re-
view of the duties of circuit pastors. 
· The Ministry of Christian Giving will oversee the de-
velopment of the four-year stewardship program left in-
complete when the administrator of Adult Discipleship 
accepted a call elsewhere. Authors have been identified for 
this project. 
 
WELS offers aid for Haiti earthquake relief 
 The WELS Committee on Relief (COR) has au-
thorized the release of $25,000 to the international relief 
agency CARE for immediate disaster relief supplies for 
Haiti following the Jan. 12 earthquake. 
 According to Mr. Mark Vance, COR director of 
operations, working with CARE allows money donated by 
WELS members to be put into immediate use for relief 
efforts in Haiti. “Being an international group, [CARE] 
always seems to have people on the ground in areas where 
we can't get into," he says. “Please know that we at CARE 

in the United States as well as in Haiti greatly appreciate 
the support of WELS and its partners and parishioners,” 
says Tom Hanschman, senior director of CARE Chicago. 
“This is going to be such a long-term recovery and reha-
bilitation process, and this support will go a long way to 
alleviating the suffering occurring in Haiti.” 
 WELS has no resident missionaries or congrega-
tions in Haiti, but Rev. Philip Strackbein, a member of the 
Latin American Traveling Theological Educators team, is 
based in the Dominican Republic. Strackbein reports that 
no members of the Dominican Republic churches were 
hurt in the 7.0 magnitude quake, although some members 
have relatives in Haiti that they have been unable to con-
tact. National pastor Rona Abraham—from Haiti but now 
residing in the Dominican Republic—traveled to Haiti to 
contact his relatives and assess the situation firsthand. 
Strackbein and the COR are waiting to hear what he dis-
covered. “He very much needs everyone's continued 
prayers because he is entering into a very dangerous situa-
tion even for him as a Haitian going to look for relatives,” 
says Strackbein. 
 Donations to the earthquake relief effort can be 
made online. Checks can be made out to WELS Commit-
tee on Relief. Designate Haiti earthquake and mail to: 
WELS Committee on Relief 
2929 N Mayfair Road 
Milwaukee, WI 53222-4398 
 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is matching do-
nations from its members to WELS Committee on Relief 
and other Lutheran relief agencies one dollar for every two 
dollars donated—up to $1 million. For details, go to 
www.thrivent.com/helpinghaiti or call 800-236-3736 be-
tween 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
 
International Youth Rally postponed to 2012 
 The Commission on Youth Discipleship has an-
nounced that it is postponing the next International Youth 
Rally. Rather than holding the rally in the summer of 2011 
as planned, the next rally will be held in the summer of 
2012. The commission is urging youth groups to work on 
service projects during the summer of 2011. 
 The main reason for the postponement is the on-
going vacancy in the office of Youth Discipleship admin-
istrator. The International Youth Rally is traditionally held 
every other year.  

WELS Connection Video  
 

 Living Promise, Morristown, TN, is a mission 
congregation that started when the members of Living 
Word, Johnson City, TN, responded to a need for the gos-
pel. 

A monthly report of the latest news about our synod and its work 
Eternal Love’s commitment of offerings to the WELS is $34,000 
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not the Sunday School. Leftover items on the serving 
counter are there for those who attend the late service 
— not as a second helping for the Sunday School 
children upon their dismissal. 

�� Do what you can to help assure that there is enough 
for all, even the late-comers. 

 Parents, please speak with your children about 
these guidelines. Our Afterglow time is very important 
for our church members and worship guests. With 
Christian love and unselfishness, it will be a blessing to 
us all. 

�  

Lenten Suppers 
Wednesdays of Lent, 5:30pm 
 One of the blessings we share at 
Eternal Love is the opportunity for 
fellowship and enjoying meals together. 
A quick look at the calendar tells us that 
our Lenten Suppers are rapidly approaching! We are in 
need of one family per night to choose the meal type 
(soup or spaghetti or almost anything!) and then put a 
note in member mailboxes for the food and help needed. 
Please consider offering your assistance for leading one 
night. It's a great family activity to involve children. If 
more than one family wants to take on a night, that would 
be great too!  
�� February 17: Ash Wednesday: Youth Group ( This 

will be a fundraiser supper for their summer mission 
trip. All funds raised will be supplemented by 
Thrivent Financial.)  

�� February 24: Families A-F; host: 
�� March 3: Families G-J; host: 
�� March 10: Families K-M; host: 
�� March 17: Families N-R; host: 
�� March 24: Families S-Z; host: 
 Please contact your coordinating family to volunteer 
your time and bring/donate some identified food or drink. 
We set up at 5, begin serving at 5:30 and go to 6:30. 
Worship services start at 6:45. Families are asked to set 
up and clean up.  
 Our hope is that more of our families will meet each 
other and have some fun serving others during Lent! A 
freewill collection at each supper will be taken to offset 
expenses. If you have any questions, please contact Steve 
Schultz, fellowship director. 

��

Book Club 
Tuesday, February 9, 2010, 6:30pm 
 Our Eternal Love Book Club will meet on Tuesday, 

February 9th, at 6:30pm. We will be discussing Moloka’i 
by Alan Brennert. Moloka’i is a touching novel based on 
the individuals living in the leper colony on Hawaii’s 
Moloka’i island. It flows the story of Rachel, who at 
seven years old develops leprous sores and is sent to the 
island. Come and join us as we discuss this book in the 
light of God’s Word for our lives. We are always looking 
for new members, so please join us for an evening of 
yummy food, great discussion, and fellowship. Snacks 
will be served by Sarah Ferge, Carrie Mindock, and 
Donna King.  

��

Eternal Love Dartball 
 Here is the upcoming schedule:   
Feb. 14 7:00pm Eternal Love II @ Mount Olive I 
    Mount Olive II @ Eternal Love I 
Feb. 28 7:00pm Eternal Love I @ Eternal Love II 
Mar. 14 1:30pm Banquet/Fun Day at St. John 
     All teams invited!  
Any questions contact Mark & Kim Runkel. 

��

Camp Phillip 
 If you’re looking to get away this winter, you 
might consider heading to a retreat at Camp Phillip in 
Wautoma, WI. Camp Phillip is a WELS affiliated year-
round camp that offers retreats for all ages. Relax in 
God's creation and renew your faith at the Winter Family 
Skiing Weekend, singles weekend, scrapbooking retreat 
or quilting retreat. Eternal Love is a member of the Camp 
Phillip federation, so our members receive a 10% 
discount on all fees. To learn more, visit 
www.campphillip.com or call the office at 920-787-3202. 
 

�  

Making A Special Gift 
 We are currently using a unified budget system, 
which means that all of the programs, causes, and 
ministries of the congregation are considered in the 
budgeting process so that a balanced program of 
ministries is carried out. Once a year, when the budget is 
adopted, all of the ministries and programs are put on the 
table and the Budget Committee (currently the Church 
Council) weighs them all when proposing funding for the 
coming year. This enables our congregation to keep 
priorities straight and to prevent “pet” programs or 
ministries from crowding less popular ministries into the 
background. 
 We know that from time to time our members 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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want to make an offering to a special cause. As our 
financial officers handle your gifts, they channel them to 
the ministries and purposes which you designate. 
However, there may be times when it is necessary for them 
to encourage us to re-consider placing offerings to 
ministries that are already included in our congregation’s 
budgeted program. That’s because our 
financial officers are instructed by policies 
and procedures that have been adopted in our 
congregation.  
 Policy 22 is one of those policies. 
This is what it says: 
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 If you wish to make an offering to a ministry that is 
already part of our church budget (such as the WELS or 
WLIM), you are encouraged to make that offering directly 
to the recipient. Our financial officers would be glad to 
supply you with all the information you would need to do 
that.  
 If you have questions about this, don’t hesitate to ask 
any member of the church council.  

�  

Monday Worship 
 Monday evening worship services will continue to be 
held at the usual time of 6:30pm until Lent begins.  
 Because of the Midweek Lent Services which will 
begin on February 17, we will have Monday evening 
worship on February 2 and 8. Then no Monday evening 
worship will be held again until after Easter.  

�  

Debt Reduction 
 One of the goals of our Mission Vision document is to 
eliminate or greatly reduce our congregation’s 
indebtedness, thus freeing up thousands of dollars for 
expanded ministry.  
 Perhaps you are in a position to consider a monthly 
offering over and above your regular gifts in support of our 
ministry. Maybe an additional monthly gift of $20 or $50 
or even more is something you can do under the Lord’s 
blessing. Pray about it. 

�  

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 On Sunday, February 7, 140 million Americans 
will tune in to the Super Bowl football game. There will be 
parties with abundant food, friendship and fellowship. At 
the same time, there will be people worrying about staying 
warm, finding shelter and a warm meal. Please join young 
people around the country as they demonstrate God’s love 
by loving their neighbors through the Souper Bowl of 
Caring. It’s a simple, yet significant act of caring for 
others. Drop $1 (or more) in the soup pot as you leave 
worship on February 7th. Those who need help may not 
know that you cared, but God will. And our young people 
are developing hearts for giving that can last a lifetime. 
Please support their efforts. All funds raised this day will 
be sent to the Apple Valley Food Pantry. Last year we 
raised about $200. Let’s surpass this number this year! 

��

Helping Haiti 
A Million Dollar Challenge 
 You want to help those affected by the Haiti 
earthquake. We want to join you. 
 Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will add $1 to every 
$2, up to a total Thrivent Financial contribution of $1 
million, when our members donate to one the WELS 
Committee on Relief. Thrivent Financial will add a 
maximum of $250 per member donations, and donations 
will be accepted through March 31.  
 For questions or to make a donation over the phone or 
via U.S. Mail, please call 800-236-3736 from 7:00am-
6:00pm Central time, Monday-Friday. When prompted, 
please say “directory” and enter ext. 83003. 
Turning $2 Million into $3 Million  
 We expect that this response will result in more than 
$3 million to support the earthquake survivors: $2 million 
donated by members and an additional $1 million from 
Thrivent Financial.  
 Be a part of the Helping Haiti effort and make a 
difference for the victims of this natural disaster.  

 �  

(Continued from page 7) 
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FVL News 
�� Present enrollment is 606. 
�� Freshman Registration: 115 freshmen are registered for 

next year. Any current 8th grade student can register 
any time by calling Mr. Guenterberg in the FVL 
Guidance Department. 

�� The Bargain Garden Thrift Shop has relocated to the 
corner of Northland Ave./OO and Meade St. in the 
former Ford Rexall Pharmacy. The Bargain Garden is 
always seeking donations and volunteers to help run the 
store. 

�� Junior Paul Stuebs was featured in the Faces in the 
Crowd section of the December Sports Illustrated 
magazine. He was recognized for his many key goals 
scored as the Foxes captured the Division II state 
championship in soccer. Congrats to Paul!�

�� Interested in finding out more about hosting an 
international student? Call international student 
coordinator Laura Gucinski for details.�

�� FVL is pleased to announce the publication of a new 
cookbook. Proceeds will benefit FVL’s teen ministry. 
Please send your favorite recipe (not to exceed 10). All 
are encouraged to participate. You may submit your 
recipe online at www.fvlhs.org or pick up a recipe form 
from the FVL office. mail recipes to FVL Cookbook, 
5300 N. Meade Street, Appleton, WI 54913. The 
deadline to submit recipes is February 15. The target 
date for completion of the book is Fall 2010.�

Financial Update: 
�� Congregational commitments for the month of 

December rebounded nicely to $102,745. The half year 
mark for the Federation total is at $399,000 of the 
$850,000 commitment goal for the fiscal year. Thanks 
to those congregations who are on a calendar year 
budget for meeting or coming close to their 
commitment goal.�

�� Growing in Grace gifts for the month of December 
were $58,785 and total $183,800 at the halfway mark 
of the fiscal year. A total of $216,200 is needed yet this 
fiscal year in order to meet the payment plan. We are 
grateful for the many churches and individual donors 
who continue to support the Growing in Grace effort.�

   ��

Adult Game Night 
 Please set aside Saturday, February 13, to join us 
here at Eternal Love for a fun evening of games and food. 
We will begin at 5:00pm with games (still to be 
determined...any suggestions?) and snacks. We’ll have 
dinner (you don’t need to bring anything!!) and end with a 
little more game time and dessert. There may even be a few 
prizes!! We will be collecting about $6.00 per person for 
the event. This is an evening for all adults, not just couples. 

There is a sign up sheet on the information table to help us 
plan for food. We hope you will join us!! 

   ��� �� �� �

Seminary Graduate Help 
 Brian Diring, the lone unassigned seminary 
graduate, is in need of some assistance. He and his wife 
have had some significant medical bills for which they have 
received some help. Most recently, their only vehicle died 
on the highway, requiring some major repairs and the use 
of a loaner. Both had seasonal jobs at Crate & Barrel. She 
may be able to stay on, but Brian’s job is done. He is 
awaiting a pastoral call into the preaching ministry, but it 
will come in the Lord’s time, not on their schedule or ours. 
If you are so moved to give these young folks a hand 
during this difficult time in their lives, you can use your 
church envelopes to make a donation. Just include a note 
indicating how much you would like to give to Brian and 
his wife. Please continue to pray for them that God’s will 
be done in their lives. Also please offer thanks for all of the 
blessings bestowed on them! 
   ��

Member Connect 
 Member Connect is being used more and more by 
members of Eternal Love, especially by the leaders of our 
church’s organizations. To make sure you are kept up-to-
date on any schedule changes or announcements, it is 
extremely important that your information is complete and 
accurate. Please take a few minutes to go into Member 
Connect and fill out/verify your family’s information. If 
you need help logging into MemberConnect, give the 
church office a call. 
� � � ��

Parish Nurse 
Sodium Intake and Blood Pressure 
 Why is it bad to have too much sodium (salt) in 
your diet? 
 Some say that salt is the favorite ingredient of 
Americans, and many have acquired a taste for a high-salt 
diet. One way to cut back is to skip the table salt. However, 
most sodium in the diet comes from packaged, processed 
foods. Eating these foods less often can reduce your intake 
of sodium and can help lower your blood pressure or 
prevent high blood pressure from developing in the first 
place. 
 In some people, sodium increases blood pressure 
because it holds excess fluid in the body, placing an added 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Date Theme Preacher 

February 17  
Ash Wednesday 

Colossians 2:13-15 
No Longer Dead, But Alive 

 
Pastor Balza 

February 24 
Midweek 2 

Romans 5:1-11 
Peace with God Thru Our Lord Jesus Christ 

Rev. Mark Henke 
Bethany Lutheran 

March 3 
Midweek 3 

Hebrews 12:1-3 
The Reason to Endure 

Rev. Kenneth Frey 
St. Paul Lutheran 

March 10 
Midweek 4 

Philippians 3:7-11 
More Precious than Life 

Rev. Paul Schuler 
St. Matthew Lutheran 

March 17 
Midweek 5 

Romans 3:21-26 
Justified by Grace Alone thru Faith Alone 

Rev Dennis Belter 
Riverview Lutheran 

March 24 
Midweek Lent 6 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The Foolish Wisdom of the Cross 

Rev Robert Raasch 
Mt Olive Lutheran 

April 1 
Maundy Thursday 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
We Preach Christ Crucified in the Lord’s Supper 

Pastor Balza  
or Guest speaker 

April 2 
Good Friday Prophecies Kept at the Cross Pastor Balza  

WE PREACH CHRIST CRUCI-
FIED 
Midweek Lent Series 2010 

 Once again this year, we will participate in a “pulpit exchange” for the six Wednesday eve-
ning worship services. This exchange will give us the opportunity to hear pastors from the other five 
WELS churches in the city of Appleton, with whom we share a blessed doctrinal fellowship.  
 The theme this year will be WE PREACH  CHRIST  CRUCIFIED . This theme taken from the 
words of the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 1:23, reminds us that Christ crucified is at the heart and 
core of the church’s message and mission. Six midweek services will focus on texts from New Tes-
tament epistles that clearly proclaim Christ crucified for us.  
 All services begin at 6:45pm and will last about 50 minutes. 
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burden on the heart. If your blood pressure is 120/80 Hg or 
above, your doctor may recommend a low-salt diet or 
advise you to avoid salt altogether. 
 The American Heart Association recommends 
eating less than 2,300 mg of sodium per day. Some 
people—African Americans, middle-aged and older adults, 
and people with high blood pressure—need less than 1,500 
mg per day. 
 Sodium chloride, or table salt, is approximately 
40% sodium. Understand just how much sodium is in salt 
so you can take measures to control your intake. 
 1/4 teaspoon salt = 600 mg sodium 
 1/2 teaspoon salt = 1,200 mg sodium 
 3/4 teaspoon salt = 1,800 mg sodium 
 1 teaspoon salt    = 2,300 mg sodium 
 Available on the American Heart Association web 
site is a Sodium Quiz. Take the quiz to see how much you 
know about how your sodium intake can impact your 
health. 
  Source: www.americanheart.org 
 � � � ��

Eternal Losers 
 Trying to lose weight? Need a jump start? Join us 
in the fellowship hall on Thursdays from 6:00-7:00pm for a 
meeting of Eternal Losers. Anybody is welcome. Bring a 
friend. It doesn’t matter how much weight you want to 
lose. This is not a diet plan, and there is no money 
involved. There are no weigh-ins. That’s your personal 
information. Snacks are optional if they are very healthy. 
We just want to support each other in the quest for healthier 
bodies. If you want to join but can’t come every week, just 
come when you can. If there is bad weather, please check 
your email to see if we cancelled the meeting. Any 
questions? Contact Sandy Schultz. Hope to see you if you 
have any weight you want to lose. 
� � � ��

OWLS 
 The Fox Valley Chapter of OWLS will hold their 
meeting on February 9 at 1:00pm in the Teen Room at 
Mount Olive in Appleton. Our guest will be Marnie 
Prillwitz, president of the Bargain Garden Volunteers. 
Members and guests can bring items they may wish to 
donate to the meeting. It is also an opportunity to tour the 
store just a few blocks away. 
 A short business meeting will follow, including the 
agenda for the following year. Come and enjoy dessert and 
coffee with us and get an inside glimpse of the OWLS 
(Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors). For more 
information, call 738-6764. 
ember Connect is being used more and more by members 

of Eternal Love, especially by the leaders of our church’s 
organizations. To make sure you are kept up-to-date on any 
schedule changes or announcements, it is extremely 
important that your information is complete and accurate. 
Please take a few minutes to go into Member Connect and 
fill out/verify your family’s information. If you need help 
logging into MemberConnect, give the church office a call. 
� � � ��

Hobby/Craft Gathering 
 Are you falling behind on your scrapbooking, 
stamping, needlework, knitting, or other hobby or craft 
projects? Let’s get together to try to catch up. 
 We’ll meet on Saturday, February 20, from 12:00-
8:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring your own 
beverages and a snack to share. 
 Please contact Kim Runkel (749-0926 or 
k.runkel@att.net) or Julie Pfund (540-6102 or 
juliep412@yahoo.com) by February 15 if you plan on 
coming.  
� � � ��

Faith Centered 
Join us for these upcoming events. Contact Amy Towner at 
(920)915-6703 or alt_blondie@yahoo.com with any 
questions. You can also check out 
www.lutheransonline.com/foxcitiessingles for more 
information. 
�� February 6: Join us at the Fox Cities PAC for a taste 

of Hollywood! Music from John Williams to Harry 
Potter; what fun! The Fox Valley Symphony is 
performing music from the movies. Please contact 
Amy about getting tickets. Meet at 7:00pm in the lobby 
of the PAC. The concert begins at 7:30pm. 

�� February 21: Join us for a discussion on Adiaphora at 
3:30pm. The location is yet to be determined. Dinner at 
a local restaurant will follow the discussion. 

�� March 6: The puck drops at 7:05pm for a Green Bay 
Gambler hockey game. Meet at St. Mark Lutheran 
Church in DePere at 6:00pm. Each individual is 
responsible for his/her ticket, food, and beverage. 
RSVP to Amy by February 17. 

�� March 21: We will be meeting at Amy’s house (932 
W. Roberts Ave., Appleton) at 4:00pm for a discussion 
about “Decisions”. Dinner at a local restaurant will 
follow. 

�� April 10: Activity TBA 
�� April 25: Discussion TBA 
� � � ��

Heart In Focus 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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 Heart In Focus provides an opportunity for 
individuals and couples to grow in their relationship with 
God and guide them through wise financial choices. The 
session addresses practical financial topics such as 
recognizing income and blessings, wise saving and 
investing, careful spending, eliminating debt and new 
approaches to financial choices. A session will be held 
February 6 at St. Paul in Appleton from 8:30am-4:30pm. 
Snacks and lunch will be provided. Workbook cost is 
$15 payable on the day of the session. Contact seminar 
leader, Robert Fischer, at 920-560-5107 or 
Rfischer@fvlhs.org to reserve your seat. Reservations 
will close on February 1. 
� � � ��

Debt Retirement Update 
�� Principal Balance as of December 15, 2009: 

$201,576.59 
�� Total payments made over the past year = $46,036 

(December 15, 2008—December 15, 2009) 
�� Additional offerings for Debt Retirement Fiscal Year to 

Date: $5,784.00 (offerings made outside the budget) 
�� Balance Change over past year: $-33,609.95 
�� Rate of pay-down trend: approximately $2800/month 

average over the previous year 
�� At current interest rates and present payment schedule, 

the debt will be paid off by January 2016 
� � � ��

N.E. Wisconsin District 
Workshop for WELS 
Congregations 
 This workshop is scheduled for Saturday, March 
6, 2010, at FVL. Everyone in the congregation is invited 

to participate in up to three workshops. Please register by 
February 26 (postmark date) at the latest. The selection 
of workshops this year is the result of requests received 
from the congregations and last year’s attendees. An 
opportunity for sharing suggestions for future workshops 
will be provided at the workshop. Registration begins at 
8:00am, with opening devotion at 9:00am. The 
workshop is scheduled until 3:00pm. A booklet with 
registration and workshop information is available on the 
information table. The topics for this year’s workshop 
are: 
�� Outreach in a Digital World 
�� Organization and Function of an Evangelism 

Committee for the Church Today 
�� Multi-Site Ministry 
�� Christians in Conflict: The Peacemakers 
�� Are You Sure What You Said is really Heard? 
�� Thinking About Changing Your Constitution and 

Bylaws? 
�� Sunday School is Dead 
�� Friends in Christ: Mentoring an Ex-Offender 
�� Ask the President 
�� WELS Kingdom Workers: An Opportunity for Lay 

People to Serve 
�� Synod Budget Process and Financial Update 
�� Health Care Reform: What Happened? 
�� Mission Work on a Shoestring Budget 
�� Be Relevant 
�� Dealing with Suicide 
�� TIYENDE PAMODZI—Let’s Walk Together 
� � � ��


