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Monthly News and Notes is the  monthly newsletter of  Eternal Love Lutheran Church, 1011 E. Midway Rd.,  Appleton, 
WI   54915. The editor is Pastor Robert Balza. For more information, go to these web sites.  www.eternal-love,org or  
www.eternal-love.ctsmemberconnect.net. Eternal Love is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
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Voters Meeting/Open Forum 
Pastor Balza 

 The next Voters meeting has been scheduled for 
Sunday, January 22, 2012, at about 12 noon.  
 The Open Forum for congregational discussion and 
participation is scheduled for Sunday, January 15, in 
place of the morning Bible Class (9:25am). Materials and 
reports will be distributed that morning.   
 In addition to the usual items of business on a voters 
meeting agenda (such as reports of the various ministries of 
our church and membership changes), 
several important decisions will be 
made. 
 We will consider a number of 
revisions to our constitution and bylaws, 
distribution of leftover funds from 2010-
2011, the 2010/11 audit report, and 
several important decisions. It has been 
six months since we last had a meeting, 
so there is much to do. 
 One of the most important items on the agenda will be 
elections to six church council positions. The terms of our 
President, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Outreach 
Director, Fellowship Director, and Christian Education 
Director have expired. Filling these positions with willing 
and capable men is essential to our congregation and the 
Lord’s work. 
 The meeting is scheduled to begin at noon, and a pizza 
lunch will be available (at cost) for anyone who is hungry 
before or during the meeting. The location (chapel or 
fellowship hall) will be announced that morning. 
 This work of the Lord is important. Every voting 
member is encouraged to make attendance at the open 
forum and the voters meeting a priority. 

�  

Women’s Ministry 
Colleen Oldenburg 

 Fox Valley Lutheran’s Winterfest is just around the 
corner. On January 29, people from all over the valley will 
gather for fellowship, food, fun, and music. Part of the fun 
is a “silent auction” sponsored by area churches. Our 
church will be sponsoring two themed baskets. We are 
looking for contributions for these baskets through January 
22. A designated box with Winterfest written on the outside 
will be near the coat rack in the narthex. All items may be 
put in the same box. Automotive content ideas: 
certificates for oil changes, alignments, car washes, car care 
products (window cleaner, upholstery cleaner, leather 
cleaner, Son of Gun vinyl protector, car wax), bucket, hose 
sprayer, tire/wheel brush, air freshener, chamois, CDs, 
sponges, paper towels, gas card, etc. Costume/Dress-Up 

Trunk content ideas: capes, vests, dresses, sport coats, 
shoes, ties, gloves, costumes, hats, belts, purses, costume 
jewelry, fake flowers and feathers, scarves, boas, pom-
poms, tassels, frames from old glasses and anything that 
would enhance a child’s imagination. Remember girls are 
also fire fighters, police officers, and soldiers. Please be 
sure the items are clean and fresh looking. If you feel you 
would rather contribute money toward the basket, please 
call Colleen Oldenburg at 920-205-2019 or email her at 
bycko@new.rr.com. 
 
Paula Nimmer 

 Ladies, please join us for the 12th Pathways to 
Christ Retreat on March 9-11. The 2012 theme is 
“Reflections on His Cross and Ours.” We are pleased to 
have as our keynote speaker, Prof. Daniel Deutschlander, 
author of the book The Theology of the Cross. The 
theology of the cross is that teaching of the Bible that deals 
not only with Christ’s cross for our salvation but also with 
the cross that each Christian must carry. Come share with 
us as Prof. Deutschlander helps us examine more closely 
what the Bible has to say about the cross and from God’s 
Word grow in our appreciation of it and gratitude for it.  
 Brochures can be printed from our website at 
www.martinlutheroshkosh.com. Click on “Pathways 
Retreat.” For those of you who don’t have internet access, 
your church office will be able to provide you with the 
registration information. If you have any questions, you 
may contact the Pathway’s Committee at 920-233-1069 or 
retreat@new.rr.com. 

�  

New Hmong Pastor  
Pastor Jenkins & Pastor Frey 

 Earlier this year, St. Paul had to discontinue 
Hmong language services because we no longer had a 
Hmong pastor to lead them.  The Hmong members asked 
us to find a way to keep Hmong language services going, 
and we had a desire to continue to reach out to the Hmong 
population in the Fox Cities. 
 While we were looking at the possibility of calling 
a part-time Hmong pastor, we learned that Beautiful 
Savior, Green Bay, was also looking for a part-time Hmong 
pastor to revive their Hmong outreach.  Representatives of 
the two congregations met, drew up some preliminary 
plans, and began talking to the Synod’s Hmong/Lao 
committee about getting a man to serve us.  During this 
process, Pastor Nau Lee of First German, Manitowoc, 
contacted us.  His call at First German was being changed 
from a full-time call to a part-time call, so he was looking 

(Continued on page 3) 
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for a part-time call to supplement his present call. 
 Leaders of both St. Paul and Beautiful Savior 
agreed that Pastor Lee would fit our needs well.  He was 
issued a temporary vacancy by St. Paul in July so that he 
could begin leading Hmong language services in Appleton.  
He began services here in August. Since that time, 
representatives of all three congregations have met to plan 
the long range needs of Hmong ministry in Northeast 
Wisconsin.  It was decided that the three congregations 
would call Pastor Lee to serve all three congregations’ 
Hmong ministries. That call has been issued this month. 
Pastor Lee will be installed at St. Paul on January 15, 2012, 
in a special Hmong service. Pastors Pheng Moua and Titus 
Lee will lead the service. Rev. Mark Schroeder, President 
of WELS, will be in attendance. He also will be preaching 
in the Anglo services for the St. Paul Mission Festival that 
day. 

Pastor Lee is a 2009 graduate of Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary but he has been serving at First German for many 
years.  His many years of experience will be a blessing to 
our Hmong Ministry.  We welcome Pastor Lee and his 
wife, Nia, to our staff and pray for God’s blessings on his 
work with the Hmong population of Northeast Wisconsin. 

��

Online Interactive Bible Class 
Pastor Balza 

 Professor Mark Zarling from Martin Luther 
College will be presenting a Bible study entitled “What’s 
in a name? God’s amazing grace revealed in some 
amazing names.” The class will be offered at 6:30pm and 
again at 8:30pm each Wednesday from January 18 to 

February 8. Individuals or groups can participate; a high-
speed Internet connection is needed. Sponsored by the 
Commission on Adult Discipleship.  

�� Jan.18 - God Most High  (Genesis 14) 
�� Jan.25 - God Almighty  (Genesis 17) 
�� Feb.1  - The Eternal God  (Genesis 21) 
�� Feb.8  - The LORD Provides  (Genesis 22) 
Each class will last about an hour. There will be times 
when Prof. Zarling will be lecturing, and 
times when he will allow local 
congregations to discuss on their own. You 
will also be able to send in questions/
comments via chat. For more information 
about how to register and connect, contact 
Pastor Balza. 

��

Women’s Study Groups 
Kara Witthuhn 

 Are you familiar with Jochebed, Miriam, Deborah, 
Ruth and Hannah? Would you like to learn more about how 
the stories of these women apply to our lives today as 
wives, mothers, and friends? In addition to sharing the 
thoughts, dreams, words, and deeds of women in the past, 
the Bible also provides helpful instruction for women of 
today. It encourages thrift and industry (Prov. 31:10-31), 
teaches about healthy relationships between husbands and 
wives (Eph. 5:22-33), provides instruction in the 
relationship between older and younger women (Titus 2:3-
5), celebrates the equality in diversity among believers 
(Gal. 3:28-29), and extols the important and varied roles 

(Continued from page 2) 
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THE EVIDENCE  OF OUR LOVE FOR GOD AND HIS WORD 

SUNDAY/ 
FESTIVAL 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
   This Year       Last Year        Record        

Op. Fund 
Offerings 

Bldg. Fund 
Offerings 

November 24, 2011 - Thanksgiving Day 171 144 174 $2,195.50 $.50 

November 27, 2011 - Advent 1 263 247 263 $3,943.77 $255.00 

November 30, 2011 - Midweek 1 137 116 137 $645.16 $40.00 

December 4, 2011 - Advent 2 259 248 259 $3,732.73 $55.00 

December 7, 2011 - Midweek 2 109 98 128 $293.64 $0.00 

December 11, 2011 - Advent 3 244 Cancelled 275 $4,536.53 $265.00 

December 14, 2011 - Midweek 3 107 114 128 $854.05 $0.00 

December 18, 2011 - Advent 4 307 262 307 $4,009.26 $35.00 

AVERAGES (SUNDAYS) 268 252 276 $4,055.57 $152.50 
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News From Nepal 
Rev. Karl Gurgel will be serving as the Multi-

Language Publications' (MLP) publications coordinator for 
Pakistan and Nepal. In this role, he will help Christians 
ensure their materials clearly present the Bible’s message 
of salvation. 

Gurgel says, “Pakistan and Nepal are two regions of 
the world where expatriate American missionaries are not 
welcome. Without this publication effort the spreading of 
the gospel would be severely limited in these regions and 
the Savior would not be widely known.” 

Gurgel will also serve the South Asia Administrative 
Committee and MLP, replacing Rev. Harold Essmann, 
who retired in the fall. 

To reach out to those who can’t necessarily read the 
gospel message, the movie Road to Emmaus and 100 
Christian hymns have been translated, uploaded to hand-
held media players, and distributed in remote villages in 
Nepal. The media players can be charged with solar-cell 
charging stations, eliminating the need for electricity, 
which is only minimally available in these Himalayan 
communities. 

Rev. Paul Hartman, coordinator of MLP, says, “What 
we are offering people is a way to see the story and hear 
the story of Jesus, rather than give them lots of text.” He 
explained that the illiteracy rate is high in some of the re-
mote villages, and by offering the video, MLP can share 
the Word of God so people can understand the purpose of 
Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. 

December Graduation at MLC 
Martin Luther College (MLC), New Ulm, Minn., 

graduated 19 students at its Dec. 15 mid-year graduation 
ceremony. Of the 19 graduates, seven graduated with early 
childhood education degrees, six with elementary educa-
tion, two with secondary education, one with both elemen-
tary and early childhood, two with educational studies, and 
one with staff ministry. 

Two graduates elected international service. Graduate 
Rachel Wendland says, “Four and a half years of study, 
and God's continued grace, and now I am prepared and 
excited to serve God's people in the full-time ministry, be-
ginning halfway across the world in Zambia.” 

The Conference of Presidents made two call assign-

ments to previous graduates, one for teaching and one for 
staff ministry. 

Mr. Bill Pekrul, director of public relations at MLC, 
says, “It is common to have few assignments in December 
with the majority in May. MLC is working diligently to 
provide well-trained candidates for the public ministry. 
While MLC also provides leadership for ministry training 
and continuing education, WELS as a church body calls 
these candidates to ministry positions as they become 
available through the work of the Holy Spirit in local con-
gregations and mission fields.” 

Pekrul says, “The graduates are eager to apply their 
education to their roles as seminary students, staff minis-
ters, teachers, lay leaders, and international educators.” 

Two Synod Positions Open 
The synod has two important positions currently va-

cant and has begun a search for qualified individuals to fill 
those positions. 

Last week all pastors received a notice that the synod 
is seeking to fill the position of director of human re-
sources. They were invited to encourage qualified mem-
bers of the synod to consider applying for this position. A 
complete job description, along with directions for submit-
ting an application, is available on the synod’s Web site at 
www.wels.net/human-resources. 

In the coming weeks, a similar notice will be sent to 
pastors in connection with the vacant position of director 
of communications. That job description, once finalized, 
will also be posted on the synod’s Web site. 

If you know of individuals who have the qualifica-
tions to serve in either of these two positions, please en-
courage them to apply. 
The blessings of Christmas 

As you and your family prepare to express your 
thanks and praise for the fulfillment of God’s promise to 
send a Savior, may God bless your time together in wor-
ship and in family gatherings. May that same gospel mes-
sage that rang out from the angels continue to be received 
in joy and faith and continue to be proclaimed to a world 
still sitting in the darkness of unbelief. Unto us a Child is 
born! Hallelujah! 

Serving in Christ, 
Mark Schroeder 
- Taken from the Together Newsletter 

A monthly report of the latest news about our synod and its work 
Eternal Love’s commitment of offerings to the WELS is $36,000 
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Our Month 
 We will be focusing on learning through 
literature this month with different books. The 
children will create everything from crafts to 
class books with Merry Christmas, Big Hungry 
Bear and The Hat. We will also continue our 
study of shapes.   
 Our teacher, Mrs. Iles, is due with her 
second child on Jan. 11, 2012. While she is on 
maternity leave, Mrs. Scherschel will be teaching 
the children. God Bless you and your baby, Mrs. 
Iles! 
  

Enrollment 
 We will be opening our enrollment for 
the 2012-2013 school year on January 16th, 
2012.  We are offering one three-year-old session 
and one four-year-old session again this year. 
 Two Sneak-a-Peek programs are sched-
uled again this year. See the ad below for details. 
Thank you for spreading the word about this 
ministry of Eternal Love Lutheran Church. 

January is National Skating Month.  Below is an idea of how to 
celebrate (or just get out some of the January wiggles :) )�
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Want to know more? 
Contact Rae at preschooldirector@eternal-love.org or 243-8799. OR Beka at ilesrc@hotmail.com or 941-0061. 
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3 & 4 YEAR-OLD 
PRESCHOOL 

Come Sneak-a-Peek at what’s available for your family at Eternal Love Lutheran Preschool. 

MEET THE 
TEACHER AND 

DIRECTOR 

Sample the excitement of a day at Eternal Love 
Lutheran Preschool in a fun-filled hour featuring 
circle time, a Bible story, a snack, and a project.   
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women play in the partnership of the Gospel (Phil. 4:3). 
 We plan to ring in the new year by doing a 4-week 
study called Great Women of the Bible. You are invited 
to join us on Tuesday mornings from 9:00-11:00am at 
various participants’ homes. Children are welcome. On 
Tuesday, January 10, at 9:00am, we will meet at Kara 
Witthuhn’s home and enjoy coffee, a snack, and establish 
a hosting schedule for the following weeks. Contact Kara 
(882-6291 or kara.witthuhn@gmail.com) if you would 
like to join us. Newcomers are always welcome! 
 Jenny Colling 

 The Wednesday Women’s Study Group (adults 
only) will continue discussing the book Having A Mary 
Heart in a Martha World. Our upcoming meeting dates 
(subject to change, of course!) will be as follows. All 
meetings start at 1:00pm: 
 January 4  Sara Johnson’s 
 January 11  Patty Ferrante’s  
 January 18  Kelly Broehm’s 
 January 25  Jenny Colling’s 

��

Monday Worship 
Pastor Balza 

 Beginning on January 2, Monday 
evening worship services will resume at 
the usual time of 6:30pm. 
 We are happy to provide this 
additional worship opportunity for those who must work 
on Sunday or who must be out of town. Please regard 
Sunday as the usual day for worship, but if it is not 
possible for you to come on Sunday, we trust that you 
will take advantage of this extra opportunity each week.  

��

Worship Registers 
Pastor Balza 

 This is a reminder, and a request, that all who 
worship with us fill out the worship register with the 
names of all family members who are in attendance.  
Also, remember to write down the names of those 
partaking in the Lord’s Supper, when offered. This 
greatly aids us in keeping good records of our worship 
services. Thank you for helping us to be accurate! 
 It is also appreciated when you mark the worship 
register that you include your address and phone number 
each time. Yes, we already know your address and phone 
number, but we need this information to follow up on our 
visitors. If the visitor down the row from you sees that 
you only signed your name, that is all they put down as 
well. Then we cannot follow up. This has happened 

recently, making it impossible for us to follow up on 
those prospects. Thanks for helping us reach the 
unchurched! 

��

Membership Classes 
Pastor Balza 

 New Member classes are normally held twice a 
year. Our next Membership Class 101 is scheduled for 
this month — Saturday, January 21, from 9:00am 
until 12 noon. The course 
consists of one 3-hour session 
that covers five important topics: 
�� What Membership Means 
�� Personal Spiritual Growth 
�� Personal Evangelism 
�� Personal Stewardship 
�� Our Place in the Synod 
 Participants will receive a 3-ring binder with all 
materials. There is no cost. These classes are intended for 
all new members or those contemplating membership, 
but anyone is welcome to attend.  

�  

Youth Bible Study 
Pastor Johnson 

 Our Sunday Youth Bible Study will resume on 
Sunday, January 8, in the youth classroom at 9:25am. We 
will be continuing the study THE WRITINGS OF 
SOLOMON.  This study contains many stand-alone 
studies. 
 The Youth Bible Study is offered to any teens in 
grades 9-12. The leaders for this study will be Steve and 
Sandy Schultz.  

�  

Pastor Johnson 

 The Growth Group Winter Quarter will be starting 
January 8. Sign ups are posted on the Growth Group 
bulletin board in the hallway across from the kitchen. 
 Growth Groups are an excellent chance to get to 
know your fellow Christians and make friends while 
growing in God’s Word. 
 Can’t find a Growth Group that works for you? Talk 
to Pastor Johnson. 

�  

(Continued from page 3) 
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2012 Int’l Youth Rally 
Pastor Balza 

 The next WELS International Youth Rally is 
scheduled for June 27–30, 2012, at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville. Transportation is being arranged 
from the Fox Cities.  
 For more information Like us on Facebook or contact 
Garret or Amanda.  

��

Sunday Bible Study 
Pastor Johnson 

 The Sunday morning Bible Study (Sundays at 
9:25am) will resume on January 8. We will be continuing 
our study on the book of Philippians. 
 This wonderful book proclaims the optimism and joy 
we have in Christ in all situations. Paul serves as a living 
example of Christian joy as he writes this letter from 
imprisonment in Rome.  
  You can always jump in to a study regardless of 
where we are!  

�  

Using The Building 
Pastor Balza 

 From time to time members are interested in using a 
portion of the building for a family activity or for some 
other purpose. That is possible to do, as long as it does not 
conflict with another church activity. If you would like to 
reserve a room (or several rooms) for a personal or family 
function, please contact the church office.  
 Kathy, our office manager, will check the schedule 
and let you know if the date you have chosen will work 
out. There is no fee, but you are asked to leave the room 
and its furnishings in the same condition that you found 
them (clean, etc.).  
 We appreciate it if we know as far in advance as 
possible so the activity can be included on the monthly 
calendar. That way other volunteers who need to use the 
building (for anything from rehearsals to cleaning) will 
know what times to avoid. 
 Also, our equipment (tables, chairs, coffee pots, etc.) 
can be borrowed for use at home. Again, there is no fee, 
but the borrower will need to make reservations for the 
equipment through the church office. All equipment is 
expected to be returned on time, clean, and unbroken. If 
something is broken, it is the responsibility of the borrower 
to pay for repair or replacement. 
 If you have any questions about this, please call or 
email the church office. 

�  

Use Your New Envelopes 
Pastor Balza 

 Everyone should have received a new set of 
envelopes for 2012. They were distributed in December. If 
you did not receive sets for all the communicant members 
of your family, please mention it to the pastor or leave a 
note in the church office. 
 Your new 2012 envelope set may have a different set 
number. Please do not use any old envelopes from 2011 
any more as it would create much confusion for our 
accounting and record keeping. Throw away any leftover 
2011 envelopes, and only use the new envelopes in 2012. 
Electronic Giving 
 You may also be interested in exploring the 
possibility of making your offerings electronically through 
electronic transfer directly from your checking account to 
the church’s account. It’s easy and flexible. It eliminates 
the need to write checks and can provide a faithful way of 
making offerings each week, especially if you know that 
you will be absent from worship periodically. Several of 
our families make use of this system and it works great. A 
brochure explaining everything is available from Harold 
Berry, our Financial Secretary.  

�  

Mission/Vision 2012  
Pastor Balza 

 In 2008 we adopted a 5-year plan 
to carry out our stated mission/vision. 
We are now more than half way through 
that plan. Let’s review our goals for 2011 
and then set our sights on the new goals 
for 2012.  
 What were we hoping to accomplish in 2011?  
2011 GOALS 
1. Develop and adopt a concept plan for future space 

needs  
2. Improve the light switches in the chapel 
3. Implement on-site community events to promote our 

mission and benefit community organizations 
4. Implement recommendations of Partnerships Task 

Force 
5. Further reduce our debt by another $30,000 
 How did we do with these goals? Well, our concept 
plan is not yet done, but we are getting close. Look for that 
plan in the first quarter of 2012.  
 Our light switches still need some attention. We have 
several kinds of switches and they are a little confusing.  
 As far as community events, we did a few things. Last 

(Continued on page 8) 
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February a health screening took place in our fellowship 
hall and in August we had a Christian concert in the 
chapel.  
 No Partnerships Task Force recommendations have 
been undertaken so far.  
 Our debt was reduced by about $60,000 in the past 
year. Yeah! 
2012 GOALS 
 Now, under God’s grace and blessing, we are ready to 
tackle the goals we established for 2012 in our Mission/
Vision document. The new goals are: 
1. Space Needs Task Force presents its recommendations 

to congregation for action 
2. If no addition is planned right away, replace the 

church carpeting 
3. Work to add on-site community seminars on important 

topics such as marriage seminars, financial planning 
workshops, cyberspace security, patient advocacy and 
ethical concerns 

4. Increase office manager status from part time to full 
time 

5. Further reduce our debt by another $30,000 
6. Seek $25,000 in offerings to the Building Fund 
Lord, bless our efforts to share the gospel through these 
goals!  

�  

Eternal Love Dartball 
Mickey Stratil 
 The dartball season is half over! Eternal Love is in 
2nd place in the league. We are currently on our holiday 
break but will be starting things up with a fellowship event 
on January 8th. Anyone who is interested in dartball is 
welcome to join the league members at Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church at 1:30pm for a fun day consisting of a 
meal and several fun games of … dartball! If you are 
interested or would like more information, please contact 
Mickey Stratil at 920-858-4316 or 
mickey.stratil@gmail.com. It’s never too late to join our 
team! 
 Here is the remainder of the 2011-2012 schedule. All 
games begin at 7:00pm, with the exception of the Fun 
Days, which begin at 1:30pm. 
 Jan. 8       Fun Day Potluck @ Mount Olive 
 Jan. 15     Eternal Love @ Immanuel 
 Jan. 29 St. John @ Eternal Love  
 Feb. 12 Mount Olive I @ Eternal Love 
 Feb. 26 Mount Olive II @ Eternal Love 
 Mar. 11    Eternal Love—BYE 
 Mar. 25 Fun Day Potluck @ Immanuel 

�  

2011 Offering Statements 
Kathy Arnold 

 Watch your mailbox for the 2011 year-end 
contribution statements. They will be compiled and 
distributed around the middle of January by our Financial 
Secretary. If you do not receive yours or if you have a 
question about something on it, contact Harold Berry. 

�  

Men of His Word Conference 
Pastor Johnson 

 The 2012 Men of His Word Conference 
registration is now open. The conference is shaping up to 
be bigger and better than ever. This third annual 
conference will be held on Saturday, February 11, 2012, 
at the Oshkosh Convention Center. The theme this year 
will be “My Brother’s Keeper.” We will have 21 sessions 
available by men like Pastor Mark Jeske and Dr. John 
Johnson. Topics focus on situations men face throughout 
their lives. The conference will focus on Scriptural insights 
and practical applications. 
 Pastor Jeff Gunn of CrossWalk Lutheran 
Ministries, a church affiliated with the WELS in Phoenix, 
AZ, will be the featured speaker.   
 This year you will have the 
option of mailing a check instead of 
online payment for your registration 
if you prefer. Online payments will 
continue to be accepted as well. 
 A new youth track series of 
sessions will be available. They are 
aimed specifically at the interests and concerns of high 
school juniors and seniors. These young men will continue 
to have the option of attending any of the other sessions as 
well. 
 Through the generous support of our sponsors, to 
encourage the youth participation, a $10 discount will be 
offered on the registration for young men 18 and under. 
Just contact me prior to registering for details on the 
discount. 
 Click on menofhisword.org to get more 
information. We look forward to seeing you and hundreds 
of brothers of the Word on February 11, 2012. If you 
would like to register for the conference but don’t have 
internet access, contact Mike King. 

��

Mission Festival 2012 
Pastor Balza 

“Go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to all 

(Continued from page 7) 

(Continued on page 9) 
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people.” This was our Lord’s final command — the Great 
Commission. Through our mission offerings and 
partnership with 1300 other congregations in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, we have been 
doing mission work all over the world.  

But the face of world missions has been changing. 
New opportunities present themselves in places like 
Russia and Siberia.  

On Sunday, January 22, we will have a mission 
festival focusing on the mission work we are doing 
together with our brothers and sisters in the WELS in 
Russia.  

Our guest speaker that day will be Rev. Arno 
Wolfgramm, who has recently returned from 
Novosibirsk, Russia, where he was assisting in training of 
Russian men to be pastors. During both worship services 
that day, Pastor Wolfgramm will tell us about that mission 
work, and we will devote ourselves to pray for it. 

��

H.O.P.E. 
Colleen Oldenburg 

H.O.P.E. (Help Our Parents Educate) is looking 
forward to another review party January 15 after the late 
service. We will be doing “Bible Charades” to cover any 
Bible story studied from Creation through The Kingdom 
Torn in Two. Each family or each child may choose a 
story to act out. You are allowed props, but no talking. 
The rest of the H.O.P.E. Group will guess the story. This 
has been a favorite of the students. Bible passages and 
Old Testament books of the Bible will be reviewed also. 
Please bring your own lunch. Drinks will be provided. 
Questions? Email Colleen at bycko@new.rr.com or call 
her at 920-205-2019. 

��

Bargain Garden Thrift Shop 
Marny Prillwitz 
 The Bargain Garden Thrift Shop, in existence for 
almost 20 years, would like to thank its many loyal 
shoppers, donors and volunteers. Over $445,000 has been 
raised for FVL and another $43,000 has been directed to 
WELS charities. Recently, monies for FVL were used for 
the STEM program, floor scrubber, clay models, 
operating budget and tractor fund. 
 You may be wondering how you can assist the 
Bargain Garden. Here are some ways to help: 
1. Volunteer property manager— provide a few hours 

a week to ensure electrical, lighting, plumbing, 
heating and air conditioning systems are operating 
properly. 

2. Volunteer janitor— about once a week for 2 to 3 
hours, this individual or couple will clean the store 
before or after hours. Duties include vacuuming, 
dusting and cleaning. 

3. Donation intake volunteers to receive and initially 
sort donations (various hours). 

4. Volunteer sorters (various hours). 
5. The Bargain Garden’s inventory of clean, gently 

used boys’ clothing and men’s jeans is low and 
donations are appreciated. 

6.   The store also needs furniture , especially wooden   
      items such as dressers, tables, chairs and bookcases in  
      clean, gently used condition. 
 If you can lend a hand volunteering, please call 
Marny at 920-540-8752 or the store at 920-832-8822. For 
more information about store hours, location and 
donations guidelines, check our website: 
www.bargaingardenthrift.com.  
 

��

(Continued from page 8) 

�����������	
�

Tip of the Month 
 When you first sign in to the members’ only 
area of MemberConnect, the Main Menu on the left-
hand side of the window gives you 20 options. If you 
go into a specific group’s area of MemberConnect, you 
will get the options specific to that group. But the op-
tions all work the same no matter what group you’re in. 
We’ll talk about some of the options here and continue 
with the rest of the options in the January newsletter. 
 The CALENDAR option gives every group its 
own unique calendar. Leaders can schedule events, set 
up recurring events, and have MemberConnect send out 
automatic email reminders to group members at speci-
fied times to remind them of the event. By selecting the 
Calendar button on the left and the My Info or My 
Family tab on the top, you can see your personal calen-
dar or family’s calendar based on the groups you and/or 
your family belong to. 
 The DISCUSSIONS option allows group lead-
ers to create any number of discussion topics for mem-
bers of the group to participate in. The leader posts the 
topic and members of the group participate in the dis-
cussion at their leisure.  
 Watch for next month’s newsletter where we’ll 
continue talking about the different options included in 
the Main Menu. If you have any questions or need help, 
contact Kathy in the church office. 
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Book Club 
Kirsten Krowas 

 Join us in the fellowship hall for the Eternal Love 
Book Club on Tuesday, February 7, 2012, at 6:30pm. The 
Book Club does read secular books, but they are always 
discussed from a Christian perspective. All are welcome to 
join us! 
 Our current book is The Turtle Catcher by Nicole Lea 
Helget. Amazon gives the following 
synopsis: “In the tumultuous days after 
World War I, Herman Richter returns 
from the front to find his only sister, 
Liesel, allied with Lester Sutter, the 
‘slow’ son of a rival clan who spends 
his days expertly trapping lake turtles. 
Liesel has sought Lester’s friendship in 
the wake of her parents’ deaths and in the shadow of her 
own dark secret. But what begins as yearning for 
something of a human touch quickly unwinds into a 
shocking, suspenseful tragedy that haunts the town of New 
Germany, Minnesota, for generations. 

��

Used Meditations Booklets 
Kathy Arnold 

 Mount Olive is collecting used Meditations booklets. 
If you have used booklets that you would like to share with 
others, please put them in the box in the narthex. They will 
then be taken to Mount Olive and shared with those who 
may not have an opportunity to read these wonderful 
devotions. 

��

9-1-1 Prescription Cards 
Karen LaLande 

 Free 9-1-1 Prescription Cards are available to all 
members of Eternal Love. These cards were given to us by 
Karen LaLande, the coordinator of the WELS Food Pantry. 
These cards are free, never expire, can be used over and 
over, are accepted at over 58,000 pharmacies across the 
USA, and provide up to 85% off prescriptions and up to 
50% off the typical price of lab tests and imaging services. 
If you would like one of these cards, let Kathy in the 
church office know. She’ll put a card and a document with 
all the details into your mailbox. There are currently about 
20 cards available in the office, but we are able to order 
more. Only the 9-1-1 Prescription side of the card is valid. 
The gas and diesel side is not.  
 NOTE: Please read the detail document that comes 
with each card before you use it. The pastors and office 
manager have no more information about these cards than 

what is included in the detail document, and they have not 
used these cards themselves. If you would like more 
information, please contact Karen LaLande at 738-7801 or 
forthebetter11@hotmail.com. 

��

Faith Centered 
Amy Towner 

 Faith Centered is a Fox Cities singles fellowship group 
of WELS members ages 21-40.  
 On January 7th, they will be meeting at The 10th 
Frame (618 W. Wisconsin Ave., Appleton) at 7:00pm. Join 
them to see if you can beat your top score! Dinner and 
drinks will be on you for the evening.  
 On January 22nd, they will hold a Bible Discussion at 
Copper Rock Coffee House (210 W. College Ave., 
Appleton) at 3:30pm with Pastor Adam Bode from 
Riverview Lutheran, Appleton. They will eat dinner 
afterwards at a local restaurant. 
 Please contact Amy at 915-6703 or 
alt_blondie@yahoo.com with any questions. 

��

Leadership Seminars 
Pastor Mark Henke 

 On Saturday, January 28, from 9:00am-4:00pm, 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church is hosting a Christian 
Leadership Seminar led by Pastor Paul Prange. This is a 
Christian Studies Institute event but is open to and intended 
for church councilmen and board members. The cost is 
$20/person and includes lunch. 
 On Saturday, February 18, from 9:30am-3:30pm, 
Phil Merten and his wife will put on a WLIM seminar on 
“Understanding Alcoholism and other Addictions”. It will 
be held at Mount Olive. The cost is $20 and includes lunch. 

��

WELS Food Pantry 
Karen LaLande 

 The next Food Pantry collection at Eternal Love is 
Saturday, January 14. Items needed are: cereal, peanut 
butter, jam, saltines, graham and miscellaneous crackers, 
pancake mix and syrup, dish and laundry soaps, spaghetti 
sauce and all noodles, canned meats (salmon, ham, 
chicken, tuna, etc.), and canned fruits. Thank you for your 
generous donations! 

��


