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ETERNAL LOVE LUTHERAN CHURCH

a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS)

FOR OUR GUESTS

Thank you for being here. During your visit today, you will see and hear what we're all
about: God’s eternal love for us through his Son, Jesus Christ! Any directions for speaking
or singing, standing or sitting, will be indicated in this folder or projected on the wall in
front of you.

Restrooms: are available just outside the chapel doors down the hallway to the left.

Nursery:  We encourage families to worship together. If an adult needs to step out of
the chapel briefly with a child, the nursery is provided just outside the chapel
near the restrooms.

For Kids:  Activity sheets for young children are available on the bulletin table. Small
bags with quiet activity items hang near the table.

CURRENT SERIES: RESURRECTION REALITY

St. Paul writes, “...in fact Christ has been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20).
Two important words: “in fact.” Paul is stressing that the resurrection really happened.
Easter is history. Jesus’ resurrection is the event that defines reality for us all. If Christ had
remained dead, he would be a fraud and failure. But Christ has in fact been raised! So, the
reality: Jesus is who he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord and Savior. Also his
words and promises for us are sure, anchored to the reality of his resurrection. So the
reality of the resurrection changes our future and the way we look at life now.

TODAY: THE RISEN LORD’S LOVE INSPIRES US TO LOVE OTHERS

From his compassion for the sick and broken, to his sacrificial death on the cross, to the
peace he provided after his resurrection, Jesus was the perfect embodiment of love.
So we also focus on loving others like Jesus loved us.

With the same supernatural power by which God raised Jesus from the dead, he now
enables us to live a new life—one marked by radically selfless love. The motivation and
ability to do this comes from seeing the endless love Christ has for us. We love only
because he first loved us.



OPENING HYMN

God Loves Me Dearly
Stand for stanza five.
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CALL TO WORSHIP

based on Psalm 89

Who in the skies can compare with the LORD? Who is like the LORD among the sons of

God"?

I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever; with my mouth I will make your
faithfulness known through all generations.

Yes, | have said, “Your mercy is built to last forever. In the heavens you established your

faithfulness.”

You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.

" That is, the angels



Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne. Mercy and truth are right in
front of you.

How blessed are the people who know the joyful cry. LORD, they walk in the light
from your face.

In the name of the Father, the Son + and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

BE SEATED

CONFESSION OF SINS

In today’s Gospel, Jesus says that he has chosen us and appointed us to go and bear fruit.
He makes it clear what kind of fruit he wants us to bear: “This is my command: Love one
another.” We know what we are supposed to do, yet, because our sinful nature is selfish
and demanding, that fruit is often lacking. This we can openly admit to God because he
invites us to confess our sin to him and trust in him to forgive us.

Heavenly Father, we have not always obeyed your commands. We have sinned
against you by loving other people and things more than you, and by loving
ourselves more than others in our thoughts, words, and deeds. We are sorry. Have
mercy on us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

ABSOLUTION

Jesus says, “No one has greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his
friends.” In his great love, Jesus Christ has laid down his life for us. Though our sins are
many, his mercy is more. Jesus died because of our sins and was raised to life because of
our justification. | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Go and bear fruit. Love one other. Speak words of encouragement and do acts of
kindness, as friends of Jesus Christ, and recipients of his grace.



THE WORD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for

what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 89
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FIRST READING Acts 9:36-42

Tabitha (Dorcas) loved Jesus and helped the poor.
Jesus, in love for the people of Joppa, had Peter raise her from death.

**In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was always doing good deeds and acts of charity. *’At that time she became sick
and died. After they had washed her, they laid her in an upstairs room. **Since
Lydda is near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peter was there, they sent two
men to him, who urged him, “Come to us without delay!”

PPeter got up and went with them. When he arrived, they led him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing him the robes and
clothing that Dorcas made while she was still with them.

“After Peter sent them all outside, he got down on his knees and prayed. Then
he turned toward the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, and
when she saw Peter, she sat up. *'He gave her his hand and helped her stand up.
After he called the saints and the widows, he presented her to them alive.

“This became known all over Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN RESPONSE For All the Faithful Women
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SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-11, 19-21

Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also should love one another.

"Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. ¥The one who does not love has
not known God, because God is love. °This is how God’s love for us was revealed:
God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through him.
%This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. ''Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we
also should love one another.

"We love because he first loved us. “If anyone says, “I love God,” but hates his
brother, he is a liar. For how can anyone who does not love his brother, whom he
has seen, love God, whom he has not seen? *'This then is the command we have
from him: The one who loves God should also love his brother.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Young children are invited to the front for a brief devotion.



HYMN OF THE DAY Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice
All: stanzas 1, 3-4, 10, Women. stanza 6, Men: stanza 7
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his right arm the vic-try won. How dear-ly it has cost him!
on - ly death to be my share and hell to be my sen - tence.
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7  To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me,
I am your rock and castle.
Your ransom I myself will be;
for you I strive and wrestle.
For I am yours, your friend divine,
and evermore you shall be mine;
the foe shall not divide us.



10 “What I on earth have lived and taught
be all your life and teaching;
so shall my kingdom’s work be wrought
and honored in your preaching.
Take care that no one’s man-made laws
should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause;
this final word I leave you.”

SERMON John 15:9-17

%“As the Father has loved me, so also | have loved you. Remain in my love. "°If
you hold on to my commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have held on to
my Father’s commands and remain in his love. ''l have told you these things so that
my joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete.

'2“This is my command: Love one another as | have loved you. *No one has
greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. '*You are my
friends if you continue to do the things I instruct you. "I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know what his master is doing. But | have called you
friends, because everything that | heard from my Father, | have made known to you.
'®You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit,
fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
""These things | am instructing you, so that you love one another.”

Rejoice in Being a Christian!

1. As Christians we are loved by Jesus.
2. As Christians Jesus calls us His friends.

STAND



CONFESSION OF FAITH Augsburg Confession, Article XX, par. 27-29

[Our churches] teach that it is necessary to do good works. This does not mean that we
merit grace by doing good works, but because it is God’s will. It is only by faith, and
nothing else, that forgiveness of sins is apprehended.

The Holy Spirit is received through faith, hearts are renewed and given new
affections, and then they are able to bring forth good works.

BE SEATED

OFFERING
The members of Eternal Love congregation have joined together to do the Lord's work in this
city and around the world. Guests need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which
supports our church's ministry. If being here today was a blessing to you and you e
would like to support our ministry, you can scan here and enter your phone number
or email address to donate. (Members, please use a phone number or email address
that is currently on file with the church).

During this time, we ask that everyone take part in completing the worship register. Please fill
in the requested information and pass the booklet to the end of the row. Thank you!

OFFERING SONG Compassion Hymn

There is an everlasting kindness You lavished on us

When the radiance of Heaven came to rescue the lost

You called the sheep without a shepherd to leave their distress
For Your streams of forgiveness and the shade of Your rest

And with compassion for the hurting You reached out Your hand
As the lame ran to meet You and the dead breathed again

You saw behind the eyes of sorrow and shared in our tears
Heard the sigh of the weary, let the children draw near

Chorus: What boundless love, what fathomless grace
You have shown us, o God of compassion
Each day we live an offering of praise
As we show to the world Your compassion



We stood beneath the cross of Calvary and gazed on Your face
At the thorns of oppression and wounds of disgrace

For surely You have borne our suffering and carried our grief
As You pardoned the scoffer and showed grace to the thief

Chorus

How beautiful the feet that carry this Gospel of peace
To the fields of injustice and the valleys of need;

To be a voice of hope and healing, to answer the cries
Of the hungry and helpless, with the mercy of Christ

PRAYER

Loving Father, you have given us your love, you sent your Son in love, and you move us
to love.
Lord, we will sing of your great love forever.

Gracious God, you showed your love among us by giving us a new birth through your
Word of truth.

Fill our hearts with the power of your love, that we may show that love to others,
and that our joy may be complete.

Open our lips to make your faithfulness known throughout the world and through all
generations. Empower us to produce fruits of love to display your glory to the world.
Lord, we will sing of your great love forever.

You gave your Word, and you have also given your church people to proclaim it. Give
your blessing, courage, and strength to the new workers trained at Martin Luther College
and Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary who are about to be sent into your harvest field.

Send them out to bring your message to the lost and to bless to your church.

Remember, Lord, your servants who suffer, who carry in their hearts pains of mind or
body. Sustain, strengthen, and restore their health if it is your will.
Do not let the evil foe deceive or discourage them.

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
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Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

O Lord, save your people who hope in you. Comfort us with your Word, since you have
redeemed us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

STAND

THE SACRAMENT

For our guests: Eternal Love Lutheran Church practices close communion. We welcome
congregational members and those in fellowship with our national church body to receive
the sacrament with us today. If you are interested in learning more about what we believe
or about holy communion, please speak with our pastor.

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his
willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my + body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

BE SEATED

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

This Is My Will
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What Wondrous Love Is This
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BLESSING

Let us praise the Lord:
thanks be to God.

May God the Father bless us and keep us,
may Christ be ever light for our lives,

may the Spirit of Love be our guide and path,
for all of our days.

Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
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Love Enduring Evermore (CW Psalm 89C)
Text: Martin E. Leckebusch Tune: The Christian Lyre, 1831, ed. Joshua Leavitt Text: © 2001 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by
permission: License no. 130036228 Tune: Public domain.
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007, alt. Tune: Finnish Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by
permission: OneLicense no. 703840 Tune: Public domain.

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (CW 557)
Text: tr. Richard Massie, 1800—1887, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483-1546 Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, Wittenberg, 1524 Text and
tune: Public domain.

Prayer of the Church
Text: Reprinted and adapted from Praying with the Readings: ... Year B, copyright © 2022, 2023 Paul C. Stratman. Used with
permission.

This Is My Will (CW 728)
Text: James Quinn, SJ, 1919-2010, alt. Tune: Gaelic, 19th cent. Text: © 1969 James Quinn, SJ, admin. OCP Publications.
Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703840 Tune: Public domain.

What Wondrous Love Is This (CW 526)
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, Lynchburg, 1811, alt. Tune: Southern Harmony, New Haven,
1835, ed. William Walker Text and tune: Public domain.

Final Blessing
Text: © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 703840

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (CW 927)
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879 Text and tune: Public domain
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